
Welcome To June And  
Summer Here At St. Luke’s 

“June is busting out all over!”  [from “Carousel” by 
Rodgers and Hammerstein, 1945] 

Far from slowing down this 

summer, I say let’s get going!   

Since the middle of March this 

year, I’ve been going to a Tai Chi 

class given in the “Great Hall”   

inside the Springfield Medical 

Center.  I started this class as part of 

my physical therapy program for my 

broken ankle and, so far, it’s proving 

to be very helpful.  Alas, however, a 

few weeks ago, our Tai Chi instruc-

tor announced that the class would be taking a break for the 

summer this month and would not resume again until  

September.  “What” I wondered.  “Why are we stopping?”     

Welcome to June and to summer here at St. Luke’s. The 

summertime is often when we think about slowing down for 

these several months. But so far, here at St. Luke’s we are 

still going strong.  By the time you receive the June LITS, 

our annual plant sale will 

have just wrapped up. Our 

vestry members will also  

just have returned from their  

annual retreat, and the St, 

Luke’s annual picnic on  

Appreciation Sunday is just 

around the corner.     

This month of June we 

celebrate the Day of Pente-

cost in our worship (also  

referred to as Whitsunday 

among Anglicans and other 

Christians in Europe).  Pen-

tecost Sunday (usually earlier 

in the year) marks the last 

day of the liturgical Easter Season and the beginning of the 

longer Season of Pentecost (also known as Ordinary Time).   

In this Pentecost Season, we, as the St. Luke’s com-

munity, are given by the Holy Spirit some wonderful  
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 “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Matt. 5: 16

“… let’s come together 
as one body and  

discover where the 
Spirit might be taking 
us this time.  So many 

people have yet to hear 
and know the Good 

News of God’s healing  
grace and love! ” 

—Rev. Heidi L. Edson    

Continued on page 2

Appreciation Sunday & St. Luke’s 
Annual Parish Picnic On June 23 

On Sunday, June 23, we will take the opportunity at both 

worship services to express our appreciation for our  

small but mighty St. Luke’s faith community and to give 

thanks for the ministries and dedication of all our members. 

Following the 10:00 a.m. service we will gather on the 

back lawn, weather permitting (if it rains we will remain in 

Willard Hall) for St. Luke’s Annual Parish Picnic. The picnic 

fare includes grilled hot dogs and hamburgers (provided) 

plus the various favorite side dishes we are asking parishio-

ners to provide. Hopefully, one of our grillmasters, either 

Lew Watters or John DesLauriers, will be available to lend 

their expertise, but if not—is there a volunteer out there? We 

will also need some helping hands to move tables and chairs 

to the back yard. Please contact the picnic coordinator, Janet 

Hunter via email: janethunter@vermontel.net or by phone 

(886-2304) and let her know how you might help. Most of 

all come join us as we embark upon this Season of Pentecost 

with fellowship, fun and plenty of good eats!

Anita Wright (in center of photo) and others enjoy 
the buffet table at the 2018 Parish Picnic that held  

a colorful assortment of delicious fare.



Light in the Shadows                                                                                                                    June 2019 (page 2)

Welcome To June And  
Summer Here At St. Luke’s 

(continued from page 1)

opportunities to discover each other anew.  The Spirit that 

leads us has bestowed upon us through baptism many and 

various gifts that serve Christ and Christ’s mission in our 

towns, and in the greater world.  June is a great month for 

celebrating each other’s unique gifts the Spirit has given.     

With the Spirit as our guide, all of us are tasked by God to 

help others come to know and experience the love of God.  So, 

this summer, I say let’s come together as one body and dis-

cover where the Spirit might be taking us this time.  So many 

people have yet to hear and know the Good News of God’s 

healing grace and love! Where does one begin?  There’s so 

much in store for us this summer.  So, I say, let’s get going!   

                                                                  Blessings, 
                                                                  Heidi+ 

A St. Luke’s Servant  
Walter E. Huebner 

Bonnie and I were blessed to attend the memorial service 

for former St. Luke’s member Walter Huebner on May 

8, 2019. Walter and his wife June were active members here 

during the ministry of former Rector, The Rev. Andrew G. 

Osmun. The Huebner’s son Christian, who was our church 

organist in the early 1990’s beginning at the young age of 

12, is now pastor and musician at the Brownsville Com-

munity Church in Vermont. Rev. Andrew Osmun joined 

Christian to celebrate Walther’s life of 93 years. 

The service for Walter was a moving tribute to his life in 

Christ. Christian memorialized his father as a true man of 

God. Rev. Andrew “honored” Walter for his steadfast support 

in building up St. Luke’s, where Walter had led discipleship, 

was senior warden and taught Sunday School among many 

other acts of faith. The final Hymn sung, “Battle Hymn of 

the Republic,” recalled Walter’s service to his country as an  

infantryman during the Battle of the Bulge in WW II.  Many 

who packed the Brownsville Methodist Church that beautiful 

sunny spring afternoon recalled Walter’s frequent soft spoken 

humor. His full obituary is online:  

https://www.knightfuneralhomes.com/obituary/walter-

huebner 
                                            —Lew & Bonnie Watters 

Walter, June & Christian Huebner pictured in Willard Hall 
following Christian’s Organ Recital on September 19, 2004.

The Grannis’ Visit On Mother’s Day 

What a splendid way to celebrate Mother’s Day than to 

be met with a warm hug in the sanctuary of St. Luke’s 

by a mother idol and her dear husband. What a connection. 

Susanna grew up on a family farm on Ridge Road in  

Randolph and we go by the homestead when we visit our 

Lake family. Joe and Susanna were here for a life celebration 

at St. John’s for a family member. 

These two treasures go back to the days of Andrew 

Osmun’s ministry at St. Luke’s.  Both Joe and Susanna were 

educators. She was professor and dean at the University of 

Illinois at Chicago, Queens College—CUNY, and at the 

Bank Street College of Education.  She founded and led, 

until 2010, CHABHA, Children Affected by HIV/AIDS 

which partners with community-based children’s associa-

tions in Africa.  Joe was a professor at Teachers College at 

Columbia University, and has written books about dropout 

prevention. We learned that he was a member of the team to 

hear our neighbor Ed Grossman’s dissertation and still  

remembers Ed. He was St. Luke’s organist/musician for 

years and led the task of restoring the Hamill organ in 2006. 

During the coffee hour Lew centered on Joe, now 85, and 

news of the family and his latest book. Susanna had great 

connections with Belinda Whipple Worth about their chil-

dren and grandchildren. The best for me was visiting  

St. Luke’s history with Susanna—the 2003 newsletter that 

profiles 31 children in the church school (she wanted details 

on where they are now), the Moses mural she and Doadie 

Mitchell were partners in creating, and finally the photo-

graphs of church parishioners now gone to God or moved 

like the Grannis pair to be near family. 

A perfect Mother’s Day! — Bonnie Watters 

 JULY LITS Deadline:      
  JUNE 24th  

Send all articles, announcements, photos, etc. to:  
Pat Fromberger, 180 Gates Rd.,  

Andover, VT 05143 
Email:  panjoe@vermontel.net 

+



A Faith Journey Shared 

Hello, brothers and sisters!  You’ve probably seen me 

in the pew from time to time, although I haven’t been 

very involved.  If I was to write a spiritual biography, it 

might be titled “From Bible Church to Orthodoxy and 

back home to The Episcopal Church…and what I learned 

along the way.” 

I was baptized an Episcopalian. I attended weekly, was 

Confirmed, and served as an Altar Boy throughout my 

youth. Our church (St. Clement’s) was a small neighbor-

hood church, located on a canal on Long Island NY.  Lo-

cally referred to as “The Fisherman’s Church,” the walls 

and pews were made of varnished marine wood, a ship’s 

lantern hung over the altar, a fisherman’s net was used to 

veil the altar area from the pews, and a large anchor hung 

on the wall as our cross. I *loved* this church as a child.  

Whenever anyone asked me what I wanted to be when I 

grew-up, I unhesitatingly answered, “a Priest.”   

And then, at about the age of 14, the church burned to 

the ground.  The Diocese decided not to rebuild it, and 

the church lay in ruins for the years that followed.  I didn’t 

attend anywhere else, but instead, kept private devotions 

using the Book of Common Prayer. 

At about the age of 21 or 22 a fundamentalist Bible 

Church purchased the land and rebuilt the church. I  

attended the first week it opened, and threw myself into the 

church’s life. The worship was simpler, the building plainer, 

and the entire ethos more ‘folksy’ and ‘anti-sacramental’ 

than I was used to. But I soon found myself as the Youth 

Group Leader.  While I have many misgivings about my 

time in this church, one thing I am thankful for is that I 

learned my way around the Bible.  

After graduating college, I took theology courses at 

several Seminaries, and in time I was Ordained. I was 

soon tapped to plant several new congregations, and I 

began life as a young adult as a tent-making minister of 

the Gospel. During this time I married a woman and 

adopted six children—in spite of struggling with my sex-

ual orientation. 

I began reading stories of the ancient Celtic Saints, and 

was loving what I was reading – but also becoming very 

aware that the faith of these early saints looked very  

different than the faith of the church I was involved with. 

I took a pilgrimage to Ireland, Wales and Scotland, and it 

signaled the beginning of a crisis of faith. 

 Having read so much about the Celtic saints, and hav-

ing experienced the monasteries and sacred places of  

Ireland and Scotland, I began delving into the Church 

Fathers.  I read everything I could: Ignatius, Iranaeus, 

Polycarp, Gregory of Nyssa, Evagrios the Solitaire…on 

and on. And while I was absorbing this like a sponge, I 

became increasingly aware of the gulf between the 

Church of these saints and where I was. Everything I had 

preached for years and thought I knew came crashing 

down around me…and I realized that I could no longer 

remain within fundamentalism.  I soon joined the Ortho-

dox Church. I was chrismated, taking the name “Tuathal” 

as my patron saint’s name (Tuathal, or Tuotilo,  was a 9th 

C Irish monk who was an athletic artist and musician at 

the Monastery of Saint-Gall in Switzerland.)  And all of 

a sudden, I was the Chanter in my local Orthodox Church. 

Orthodoxy combined the sacramentalism, the mystery, 

and the nuanced (rather than legalistic) understanding of 

the faith that I craved.  It contained ancient prayers and lit-

urgies. It combined academic rigor and integrity along with 

the mystery of whole-body worship, and sense of being part 

of a community of saints that existed for millennia. 

About two years later, I finally stopped fighting my 

orientation and accepted that I was gay.  My wife and I 

stayed together another 8 months, separated, and then 

went through a reasonably amicable divorce.  As a now 

openly gay man, the Orthodox Church was no longer an 

option for me.  And yet – they embodied much if what I 

believed. Once again, I resorted to private devotions, and 

the Book of Common Prayer was my anchor. I took to 

painting Icons as a spiritual exercise: my first one was  

St. Columba, and I infused water I had taken from St.  

Columba’s well in Kells, Ireland years earlier.  My second 

was St. Clement of Rome, using Ash Wednesday ashes 

from the Episcopal Church of St Clement’s in Philadel-

phia infused into the paint.  It became an extraordinary 

spiritual practice and outlet for me. 

In 2006, I returned to the Church of my youth…the 

only church where I could celebrate both my true self and 

exercise my faith in a liturgical and sacramental manner: 

The Episcopal Church. 

In 2017, I moved with my husband, Danny, to the Pop-

ple Dungeon area of Chester, where we have been build-

ing a small organic homestead, raising chickens, fruits, 

and vegetables, and producing maple syrup and walnut 

wood stain.  Mushrooms and honey should be available 

by next year.  Between home chores and my duties with 

the US Coast Guard Auxiliary in Burlington, my atten-

dance has been sporadic at best…but St. Luke’s is home, 

nonetheless. —Thom Simmons 

VOICES FROM THE PEWS
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May Vestry Meeting Highlights  

The regular monthly Vestry Meeting was held on Wed-

nesday, May 8th in Willard Hall. The main focus of the 

evening was the upcoming June Vestry Retreat.  

•   Treasurer’s Report:  John led the Vestry into a discus-

sion concerning how much of St. Luke’s income from tithes 

(plate and pledge) actually goes to Outreach. The Vestry also 

noted other means of support received for Outreach, beyond 

the specified list of organizations submitted by the Outreach 

Committee each year. The total pledge and plate income for 

2018 was $70,748. Our Outreach income totaled $3,600, 

which when combined with “other” outreach support, 

amounted to 9.8% of St. Luke’s income budget.  

The Diocese is asking St. Luke’s to combine our Good 

Friday offerings and send them to the Domestic and Foreign 

Missionary Society.  The Vestry decided, however, to keep 

this offering as a single check to the Diocese of Jerusalem. 

A decision was made to ignore payment for our two road 

signs (at entrances to Chester on Rte 103).  Payment for each 

sign is $100.00 per year. 

A miscellaneous Restricted amount of $1,950 helped  

to balance St. Luke’s checkbook for the month of April. This 

money was disability funds from Heidi’s accident last February. 

John noted that the September 30th Quarterly Statement 

was the most recent high point for St. Luke’s investments.  

If monies continue to increase, an option would be to with-

draw funds as needed. 

•   Jr. Warden’s Report:  Andrew reported that the stone 

work around the base of one of the buttresses is falling apart.  

A quote for this repair is underway.  A professional estimator 

came to look at the plaster in the Church.  He suggested that 

repairing every small damaged bit at this time would not be 

worthwhile as it would soon need redoing. He recommended 

we live with it as is and scrape and paint the effected areas.  

•   Rector’s Report:  Heidi reported that the May Diocesan 

Council Meeting will be held at Christ Church in Montpelier.  

Following the conclusion of the “Walk-Abouts” for the  

candidates for our next bishop, the following Saturday is the 

special election Convention in Burlington. We have three 

Lay Delegates, one Alternate, and one Clergy Delegate 

(Heidi+) who will be attending.  A Wedding for Steve and 

Erin, who attend St. Luke’s on occasion is planned on the 

6th of July. 

•   Old Business:  Discussion by Vestry regarding lawn and 

landscape summer maintenance.  A decision was reached to 

place crushed stones in the area between the pathway and 

the Church. The stones would enhance the view of St. 

Luke’s. (See photo on this page.) Andrew will set up an on-

line rota for the grass- cutting.  Currently there are three 

people who are willing to cut the lawn this summer. 

•   FOCUS Topic – Vestry Retreat:  The Vestry discussed 

some details for the Vestry Retreat to take place at Mercy 

Farm in Benson, VT.  Friday evening, June 7 will be a social 

event with dinner.  Breakfast and lunch on Saturday, June 

8th will be provided by Mercy Farm.  Each Vestry member 

is to take a chapter of a book Janet Hunter obtained and lead 

the members in discussion.  The theme of the book is “Keep-

ing the Doors Open”. 

•   New Business:  The Vestry voted to sponsor Madeline 

Hill as she attends Rock Point Camp this summer. This 

year, Madeline will also be trained as Counselor-in-Training 

for Rock Point camp programs.   

The date of Sunday, June 23rd was set for St. Luke’s  

Appreciation Sunday and Annual Parish Picnic. 

•   Next Vestry Meeting: Is tentatively set for Wednesday, 

June 12th. Focus topic to be determined. 

—Minutes submitted by Heidi+ and David Carey, with edits 
by Pat Fromberger. 

Continue reading at the top of page

Job Well Done! 

A tremendous thank you to John DesLauriers and Lillian 

Willis for taking on a physically challenging job in the 

ongoing effort to continually improve the entrance to St. 

Luke’s Church.  In the area along the walkway and the side 

of the building, John & Lillian both removed the old grass, 

pinned down landscape fabric, applied an edging around the 

garden bed, and then John topped it off with crushed stone. 

The result is a vastly improved area that is not only more  

attractive, but will also be easier to maintain.

“I love to think of nature as an unlimited broadcasting station, 
through which God speaks to us every hour if we will only 
tune in.” —George Washington Carver 
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St. Luke’s Plant Sale A Success! 

The second year for St. Luke’s Chester Plant Sale was 

even better than the first!  The three sale dates of Friday, 

May 31 and Saturday, June 1, both from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 

p.m., and Sunday, June 2 from around 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 

p.m.  saw numerous happy gardeners take home hundreds 

of the almost 950 plants, which were organized according to 

growing preference for shade, part sun, and sun.  Buyers 

loved the large choice of healthy perennials—generously 

potted, groomed, and reasonably priced—as well as shrubs, 

herbs, and some annuals raised from seed.  Many plants had 

photos to show what they would look like in bloom.  All 

plants, if the information was available, had specific details 

noted on a marker regarding their height, color, spreading 

characteristics, etc.  Knowledgeable gardeners were also on 

hand to give even more information about particular items 

and advice on combinations and garden design.  Also avail-

able were homemade preserves, fresh rhubarb, gardener’s 

notebooks, bags of red dahlia tubers, and one-of-a-kind  

original, watercolor or pastel cards created by Don Huffer 

with flower or bird themes.  In addition, Nina & Don Huffer 

collected materials for educational displays and for infor-

mational handouts detailing beneficial plants for pollinators 

that should be encouraged and, in contrast, invasive species 

of plants and insects that should be avoided and controlled. 

The plants donated came from a wide variety of gardens 

worked by both area friends and fellow parishioners.  Several 

friends allowed Alison DesLauriers, the Huffers, and me to 

dig in their gardens.  Other friends gave us their diggings to 

separate and pot.  (In an interesting aside, Whiting Librarian 

Sharon Tanzer, who delivered plants to my house, spread the 

word to other Library customers.  One of them, whose iden-

tity I still don’t know, left several pots of plants on my drive-

way.  Word and support is spreading!)  Special thanks for 

parishioner plant donations and produce or preserves go to 

Nina & Don Huffer, Marcia Clinton, Suzy Forlie, Alison 

DesLauriers, Janice Fielder, Lew & Bonnie Watters, Sally 

Hoover, and Eileen & Tom Widger. 

More thanks go to those who helped mow, set up tents, 

transport, prep (lug, mark, groom), take down, or worked 

one or more days of the sale:  David Carey, Marcia Clinton, 

Jane Davis, Alison & John DesLauriers, Tom DesLauriers, 

Doug Edson, Suzy Forlie, Sally Hoover, and Nina & Don 

Huffer.  Deep thanks go to David Willis, who screened and 

mixed dirt, lugged, and helped with every step of the process 

before, during, and after the event. 

A special tribute also goes to John DesLauriers for his in-

credible help with the transformation of the nasty grass area 

between the sidewalk and the church.  In two days of work 

John and I removed the grass, leveled the dirt, pinned down 

landscape fabric, and ringed the sidewalk garden with plastic 

edging, and distributed 

new stones over the area.  

The stone job was done 

entirely by John, who also 

contracted for the stone to 

be delivered by Greg 

Fraser of G. Fraser Exca-

vating, LLC, on Route 11 

West.  When Fraser dis-

covered the stone was for 

St. Luke’s, he contributed 

the materials.  That area is 

vastly improved and pro-

vided a timely place for leftover plants to have temporary 

storage. (See the photo on pg. 4)  

At the urging of the Huffers and Suzy Forlie, there will 

be a BOGO (Buy One Get One Free) sale on Saturday, 

June 8th, 9:00-3:00 p.m, to hopefully sell the remaining 

131 plants.  We’ll give a final report in the July LITS. 

The enthusiasm of all attendees was exciting.  Everyone 

appreciated the quality, quantity, and reasonable prices.  

Many said they will have plants to contribute next year.  Be-

cause we anticipate this will be a yearly event, we ask that 

people take photos of their flowers this summer so we can 

provide pictures next year to confirm both identification and 

colors of the flowers. That information will encourage 

people to buy plants with which they might not be familiar 

and will satisfy the needs of experienced gardeners who are 

more particular.    We really need to know the colors to make 

sales of plants, such as phlox, more likely and all the dig-

ging/potting effort worthwhile. 

Please let me know in advance what you might have for 

next year and send your list to me at lbwillisct@comcast.net.  

Thank you to everyone who organized, sold, bought, or 

showed support for this endeavor.  This event is a great way 

to share nature’s bounty and provide a community service 

while benefitting the church.  —Lillian Willis, ChairContinue reading at right
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St. Luke’s Outreach Update 

The Outreach budget for the year 2019 remains the 

same as the previous year at $3,600 or 5% of  

pledge & plate income. The listing of 15 local, national/ 

international organizations that St. Luke’s supports also 

remains the same as in 2018. Ten of these organizations 

are local and the remaining 5 are national & inter-

national. This listing is reviewed at the beginning of the 

year by the Outreach Committee, at which time input is 

sought from the congregation for suggestions of other 

groups we might consider supporting and/or deleting 

from the current list.  At the April Vestry meeting it was 

pointed out that St. Luke’s donations and giving are 

much broader than what the designated outreach budget 

funds reflect. For example: Outreach that is funded by 

individual contributions include PINS, United Thank 

Offering (UTO), Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper & 

Seder Meal donations. Other fundraising events such as 

the LEGO Contest, Plant Sale, and Wreath Workshop—

all raise monies that are shared with other organizations. 

Treasurer, John DesLauriers reported at the May Vestry 

minutes (see page 4)—that when the $3,600 (Outreach 

Budget for 2018) was combined with “other” outreach 

support that year, it actually amounted to 9.8% of St. 

Luke’s pledge and plate income.  We say, well done 

good & faithful servants at St. Luke’s! 

Below is the 2019 Outreach Organization Listing: 

Local Outreach Organizations  
1.   Chester/Andover Family Center   
2.   Habitat for Humanity – Springfield  
3.   Vermont Foodbank  
4.   Chester Ambulance Service  
5.   Meals on Wheels  
6.   Our Place Drop-in Center – Bellows Falls 
7.   Ministerium  
8.   Chester/Andover Community Cares  
9.   Emergency Fund  
10. Londonderry Volunteer Rescue Squad  

National/International Organizations  
1.    Americares   
2.    Partners in Health  
3.    Society of Anglican Missionaries & Senders (SAMS)  
      – supporting missionaries Heidi & Russ Smith 
4.    Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD) 
5.   Food for the Poor 

Footnote: This past year, Outreach Committee members 
have written articles about the missions of many of these  
organizations to better inform the congregation. We hope 
this has been helpful. Your input is always welcomed. 

                               —St. Luke’s Outreach Committee

The Outreach Corner

§

August Supper—Save the Date 

The 81st Annual August Supper is in the works. The date 

is Saturday, August 3rd. The team of planners and 

doers have had conversations about what they will do. The 

surveys, very few, produced smart ideas, one being not rent-

ing two big tents and dining inside if it rains. Details will be 

forthcoming in the July LITS,;but in the meantime share 

your ideas and concerns and tell your friends and neighbors 

to save the date for this special event. 

                                                          — Bonnie Watters 

Doing Faith 

Faith is better understood as a verb than as a noun, as a 

process than as a possession. It is on-again-off-again 

rather than once-and-for-all. Faith is not being sure where 

you’re going, but going anyway. A journey without maps. 

[As theologian] Paul Tillich said … doubt isn’t the opposite 

of faith; it is an element of faith. —Frederick Buechner

Farewell Event for  

Bishop Tom & Ann Ely 

Saturday, June 29, 2019 

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church |  

16 Bradley Ave. 

Brattleboro, VT 

Taize Service: 5:00 p.m.  

Reception & Program: 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

St. Michael’s will be hosting a farewell event 

for Bishop Tom and Ann Ely for the southern 

part of the Diocese of Vermont on Saturday, 

June 29. There will be a special Taize service in 

the church at 5:00 p.m. followed by a festive  

reception in the Undercroft from 6-8:00 p.m. A 

brief program honoring Tom and Ann will begin 

at 6:45 p.m. All are invited to come and celebrate 

Tom and Ann’s amazing ministry of 17 years in 

the Diocese of Vermont!

Too many of us have a Christian vocabulary rather than a 
Christian experience. We think we are doing our duty when 
we’re only talking about it. —Charles F. Banning
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WEEKLY 

•  Lunch Bunch Book Study: 
Mondays, Noon-1:15PM in Willard Hall for bag 
lunch,sharing, discussion, and prayer. We have 
begun new book entitled, “Hallelujah  Anyway: 
Rediscovering Mercy,” by Anne Lamott. If you 
wish to join us, please speak to Pat Fromberger 
for more information. All are always welcome to 
come join us! 

• Mid-Week Morning Prayer and 
Adult Study: 

Wednesdays: Morning Prayer: 9:40AM;  and 
Adult Study 10:30AM in Willard Hall. The 12-
part DVD series entitled, “Eclipsing Empire: 
Paul, Rome and the Kingdom of God” (c. 2008), 
hosted by Marcus Borg and John Dominic 
Crossan, will continue through June.  All are in-
vited to join us for this challenging discussion 
series. See the article on this page for details. 

• St. Luke’s Church Choir: 
Rehearsals are suspended at this time until we 
can recruit more members. We are continuing 
to sing as a choir on Sundays until the end of 
June. If you have an interest in joining the  
choir or know of some one who would, please  
contact Anne Goodreau at annegoodreau@ 
gmail.com  

LESS THAN WEEKLY 
•  Monthly Vestry Meeting: 
Wednesday, June 12th in Willard Hall. 6:30 PM  
for gathering for Scripture Reflection; Regular 
Meeting Agenda begins at 7:00PM. The focus 
topic not yet determined. Church members are 
always welcome to attend these meetings.  
•  Appreciation Sunday/St. Luke’s 
  Annual Parish Picnic: 

Sunday: June 23rd.  We will take time to give 
thanks for our many blessings at both services this 
day. Then following the 10:00 a.m. service, the  
Annual Parish Picnic will be held on the back lawn 
or in Willard Hall as weather permits. Read the  
article on page 1 for details and contact persons.  
•  Bishop Farewell Event: 
Saturday, June 29th, 5:00-8:00PM, St. Michael’s 
Church in Brattleboro. Taize Service and Recep-
tion. See article on page 6 for details.

Meetings  
& Events

St. Luke’s Financial Information 
Annual YTD % of  

April 2019 YTD 2019 Budget Budget  

Pledge/Plate Income $ 5,339 $   20,523 $ 62,450          32.9% 
Other Oper. Income $ 1,030 $ 7,958 $ 29,625 26.9% 
Restricted Income $ 2,280 $ 2,712 $ 1,750 155% 
TOTAL INCOME $   8,649 $ 31,193 $ 93,825 33.2% 

Regular Expense $ 10,115 $ 35,964 $ 118,597          30.3% 
Restricted Expense $       554 $      935 $ 2,950 31.7%  
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 10,699 $   36,899 $ 121,547          30.4% 

Net Ordinary Income/(loss) $ 2,050 $ (5,706)       $ (27,722) 20.6% 
*Deficit includes loan principal 
payments not shown on P & L.  

Having completed four months of the fiscal year 2019, income and expense should 

be 33.3% of budget.  As you see above Total Income is right on target with Total 

Expenses below budget.  Pledges continue to be on or near budget month by month.  

Restricted Income was a one-time disability insurance payment related to Heidi’s 

injury, used to offset salary.  There were no fundraisers in April to help with the  

bottom line.  —John DesLauriers, Treasurer 

JUNE

“Eclipsing Empire” Adult Study 
Series Continues Through June   

We are halfway through our Mid-Week Adult Study 

DVD series entitled, “Eclipsing Empire: Paul, Rome 

and the Kingdom of God.” 

The episodes are hosted by 

Marcus Borg and John 

Dominic Crossan that lead 

us on a journey that challenges us with thought-

provoking discussions about the Roman Empire 

in the time of Jesus and of Paul (1st Century 

c.e.). These  two scholars share their understand-

ing of the clash of the Roman Empire with the 

Kingdom of God as taught by the Apostle Paul.   

This Study’s a great way to become re- 

acquainted with Paul and his writings. Many of 

our New Testament Writings—apart from the 

Gospels—are from Paul or are attributed to 

Paul.  Paul the Writer, is loved by some and 

hated by others in  contemporary Christian cir-

cles.  Whichever side you personally may fall 

on the “love-hate spectrum” of Paul, the writer 

or the man, one thing we can probably all agree 

on is that Paul, the man, never shied away from making himself known wherever 

he went.  That said, Borg and Crossan will give a good defense of Paul’s relevance 

for us today in the 21st century.  Even though we are well into the series, each 

session stands alone and is worth viewing. So please come and bring a friend with 

you. We begin promptly at 10:30 a.m. in Willard Hall and end by no later than 

11:45 a.m.  Tea and snacks will be on hand. —Heidi+

“One thing that has  
become very evident  

to me as we listen to these 
videos, is the contradictions 
in how Luke presents Paul in 
the Acts of the Apostles and 
how Paul is portrayed in his 
own authentic letters. This 

has opened up some  
interesting discussions in  
our small study group and 

challenges us to look at both 
Luke and Paul through  

different lenses.” 
—Pat Fromberger



JUNE 
CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays: 

6      Doreen Bolger 
11     Martha Stretton 
17     Evelyn Meyer 
Anniversaries: 
6     Ross & Amy Jones 
13    Sanford & Bonnie Johnson 
20   George & Georgiana Cheney 
20   Fred & Alyce Fielder 
22   Lew & Bonnie Watters 
28   Dale & Gloria Deming 
29   Red & Adelaide Johnson

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
June 2         SUNDAY after ASCENSION DAY 
  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

June 9         DAY OF PENTECOST 

  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

June  16      TRINITY SUNDAY 
  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

June  23      II PENTECOST 

  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

June 30       III PENTECOST 
  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

            

 St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

The Rev. Heidi L. Edson, Rector 
313 Main Street,  Chester, VT 05143  •  Office Phone:  875-6000 
stlukes@vermontel.net   •   www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org 

St. Luke’s Church is handicapped accessible.

“St. Luke’s  

is an  

intentional  

Christian  

community,  

deepening faith  

and  

broadening  

love.”

We might have the faith to move mountains, or we might have 
faith to carve mountains. Either way, faith is the belief that 
each and every choice matters. Each decision, however small, 
however subtle, alters our lives and changes the world.  
—Forward Day By Day, June 12, 2016


