
Ligh  in the Shadows
FEBRUARY 2020

 “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Matt. 5: 16

Continued on page 2

What Does God Have In Store  
For Us In The Coming Year? 

‘Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult of our life’s wild  
restless sea, day by day his clear voice soundeth,  

saying, “Christian, follow me.” [#550, 1982 Hymnal] 

So far this year, things seem to 

have gotten off to a rocky start 

—at least for me.  Several members  

in our St. Luke’s community are  

battling health issues and other  

issues affecting their lives and the 

lives of their loved ones.  Already 

we have had to say good bye to a  

beloved sister who recently passed 

away.  We find ourselves much like 

the disciples at the start of Jesus’ 

public ministry.  We’re in a boat in the middle of the sea and 

the water around us is pretty rough.     

Just last Sunday on the 26th of January, we held our  

Annual Meeting here at St. Luke’s after our worship  

together in Willard Hall. We came together to listen to  

each other and to discover 

together just what God may 

have in store for us this new 

year of 2020.  Despite our 

best plans and intentions, the 

truth of the matter is that 

only God knows how things 

will turn out for us. 

Matthew’s Gospel records 

that Jesus called from the 

Sea of Galilee to two fish-

ermen, Simon Peter and  

Andrew.  They were out with 

other fishermen that in-

cluded James and John, sons 

of Zebedee. These four men 

wasted no time in answering 

Jesus’ call to follow Him.  

Matthew’s Gospel records:  

“Immediately they left their 

nets and followed him.”  

“Over the decades and 
years, St. Luke’s has seen 

its bad times and its 
good times. Through all 
of these times, the light 

of Christ has guided  
us this far.  ‘Now what’ 
we may ask as we see  
troubled waters rising 
around us and in our 
country and world?  

Well, it depends on what 
it is we are looking for: 

life’s problems or  
God’s opportunities?”  
—Rev. Heidi L. Edson    

2020 LEGO Contest Is March 14  
…Pre-Registration by March 6th 

We ask you to spread the word about the perfect way  

for students to use winter vacations or snow days:  

LEGOs. The 2020 LEGO Contest is taking place on  

Saturday, March 14 from 9:00 a.m to 1:00 p.m. at the 

NewsBank Conference Center, 352 Main Street, Chester, 

VT. The event is open to LEGOmaniacs Pre-K through 

Grade 8 and their families.   

Participants should construct their original creations (no 

kits allowed), with a maximum size of 24" x 36", and bring 

them on March 14 between 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. to the 

Conference Center, generously donated by NewsBank for 

the event.  Entries will be judged in different grade categories 

from 10:00 a.m. to noon for their originality, imagination, 

and presentation.  If a structure is a team entry, the age of 

the oldest member will determine the grade category.  There 

is also a separate family team class for collaborating children 

and parents.   

At 12:30 p.m. LEGO prizes will be awarded to winners 

Continued on page 2

Joe Gomez and his Pinball Island, which won lots of 
prizes.  Joe has maxed out age wise, but is coming 
back this year as a Judge!  He is very excited to be  

involved again, but in a different way.  
(Photo courtesy Lillian Willis.)
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[Mt. 4:20, 22].  As I read this text, I seriously doubt these  

fishermen knew what they were getting into when they gave 

their “Yes” to Jesus. 

As modern-day disciples of Jesus Christ,  we have given 

our “Yes” to God’s guidance for us here at St. Luke’s.  Over 

the decades and years, St. Luke’s has seen its bad times and 

its good times. Through all of these times, the light of 

Christ has guided us this far.  “Now what” we may ask as 

we see troubled waters rising around us and in our country 

and world?  Well, it depends on what it is we are looking 

for: life’s problems or God’s opportunities?  I vote for 

God’s opportunities.  How about you?  With all that’s said-

and-done, we do not know for certain what this year will 

bring, but what we can know is the One who is leading us 

as we walk Christ’s path ever forward.   

         
                                                                  Blessings, 
                                                                  Heidi+

What Does God Have In Store  
For Us In The Coming Year? 

(continued from page 1)We Have Forgotten  
Who We Are 

We have forgotten who we are. 
We have become separate from the 
 movements of the earth. 
We have turned our backs on the cycles 
 of life. 
We have forgotten who we are. 

We have sought only our own security. 
We have exploited simply for our own ends. 
We have distorted our knowledge. 
We have abused our power. 
We have forgotten who we are. 

Now the land is barren, 
And the waters are poisoned, 
And the air is polluted. 
We have forgotten who we are. 

Now the forests are dying, 
And the creatures are disappearing, 
And the humans are despairing. 
We have forgotten who we are. 

We ask forgiveness. 
We ask for the gift of remembering, 
We ask for the strength to change,  

all for the love of our Creator.   Amen. 
Adapted with permission from the UN  
Environmental Sabbath Service. 

REFLECTIONS

§

and runners-up in the different classes, with special awards 

for the Judges’ choice for Best in Show and Most Vermont 

creations.  The Creators’ Choice Award will be given to  

the entry that the contestants themselves vote as the most 

outstanding creation.  

Refreshments will be on sale to encourage everyone to 

stay and view the different entries, as well as to share ideas 

and techniques during the judging.  Again this year young 

people may create an additional construction at a special 

LEGO station.  They will not be able to remove their creation 

from the special area and won’t be able to enter them in the 

contest, but this is a good opportunity for students to con-

struct something different, perhaps with a friend, for some 

additional fun.  

2020 LEGO Contest… con’t. from pg. 1 The Registration Form may be downloaded from Special 

Events at www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org, www.ourchester.org, 

and  www.chestertelegraph.org.  Printed forms are available 

at St. Luke’s, the Whiting Library, Chester-Andover Elemen-

tary School and at Grafton Elementary School. 

 Registrations by Friday, March 6 are $15.  After that date 

and on the day of the contest, entries will be $20.  A check 

for the registration fee should be made out to “St. Luke’s 

Church” and mailed, along with the registration form, to the 

Registrar, Lillian Willis, P.O. Box 318, Chester, VT 05143.  

Early registration is requested. 

Sponsored for the ninth year by St. Luke’s, the event will 

benefit both the church and the Children’s Section of 

Chester’s Whiting Library.  For additional information, 

please contact Lillian Willis at 802-875-1340 or 

lbwillisct@comcast.net 

§

MARCH LITS Deadline:      
   +FEBRUARY 28th  

Send all articles, announcements, photos, etc. to:  
Pat Fromberger, 180 Gates Rd.,  

Andover, VT 05143 
Email:  panjoe@vermontel.net 
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§

January Vestry Meeting Highlights   

The focus of the January 8, 2020, Vestry Meeting was St. 
Luke’s Annual Meeting to be held on January 26 after 

one service at 9:00  a.m., with a potluck luncheon and fel-
lowship following the Annual Meeting.  Past Annual Reports 
were consulted, and the Vestry decided to follow the format 
from last year. Lillian Willis will be appointed Recording 
Secretary. David Carey will moderate the meeting with 
Heidi. There are four main tasks for the meeting: 

1.  to approve the 2019 Annual Meeting Minutes;  

2.  to hold elections for Vestry members to fill the slots 
    of those whose terms are expiring and to elect  
    Diocesan Convention candidates and alternates, as well 
    as chairpersons for Fundraising events;  

3.  to answer any questions concerning information in the 
    Annual Report; and 

4.  to present the 2020 Budget, with explanations of  
    details and answers to questions.   

The proposed Vestry slate to fill three expiring terms in-
cludes present Vestry members Beth Salisbury and Lillian 
Willis, who are willing to stand for election to another 3-year 
term, and ideally someone nominated from the floor to  
replace retiring Andrew Pennell.  The Annual Meeting will 
be followed by a brief Vestry meeting to elect officers (Junior 
Warden, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, and Clerk; Senior 
Warden is appointed by Heidi). 

•    Treasurer’s Report.  Treasurer John DesLauriers noted 
minimal updates to the previous November Profit and Loss 
Statement.  In the December P&L, expense line #5760  
includes the 15% assessment on the $15,000 taken from  
investment funds during 2019 to cover operating expenses.  
That P&L also indicates depreciation, which is calculated  
at the end of each year.  “Other” Outreach in 2019 totaled 
$1900.  Withdrawal.  The Vestry authorized John to with-
draw, as needed, up to an additional $5000 from Vanguard 
to pay upcoming bills.  2020 Budget.  John sent out a revised 
and updated proposed budget.  He mentioned that many 
churches plan on taking 4% out of endowment to help bal-
ance their annual budget.  For 2019 Vanguard (and the USA 
economy) performed well and helped mitigate the amount 
that St. Luke’s removed to pay bills.  For the Annual Meet-
ing, John will present a chart to show parishioners how the 
Vanguard Funds have performed over the years and where 
and when St. Luke’s withdrew money.  In considering 
Grounds Maintenance expenses for the coming year, we pre-
sently rely on volunteers to mow.  But if the church needs to 
start paying for lawn mowing, we need to remember that it 
takes a full two hours if the small walk-behind mower is 
used.  Some parishioners who do the mowing now bring 
their tractor to the church in order to cut back the work time.  
John mentioned that People’s Bank now charges $.18 per 
check, plus $10 per month checking account maintenance.  
The actual complicated check form costs $.50 per check to 
purchase.  The Vestry thanked John for his good work with 

the Budget and as Treasurer, and approved the revised 2020 
Budget to be presented to the parish at the Annual Meeting. 

•    Rector’s Report.  Retreats.  Heidi will be attending the 
first Diocesan Retreat with the new Bishop on January 17 
and 18.  She will also attend a four-day retreat on Spiritual-
ity/Wisdom in March. 

•    Old Business.  Mutual Ministry Review [MMR] with 
Lynn Bates will take place on Feb. 22, 10-noon with lunch.  
The session will review St. Luke’s Letter of Agreement with 
Heidi but also have a main focus.  David Carey suggested 
the general topic from last year’s MMR as outlined in a sum-
mary email report last year from Lynn.  The Vestry will work 
on specifics for discussion.  

•    New Business.  Winter Worship in Willard Hall.  Has begun 
and will continue (with the exception of Ash Wednesday serv-
ices in the church on February 26) until Good Friday.  Annual 

LEGO Contest.  Will be March 14 at the NewsBank Confer-
ence Center.  Plant Sale.  Will be 9-3 on Friday and Saturday 
May 29 and 30, also 1-3 on Sunday May 31, with leftovers sold 
the following weekend.  Set-up will be on Thursday May 28. 

•    Next Vestry Meeting:  January 26, 2020, after the  
Annual Meeting to elect Vestry officers. The February  
Vestry Meeting, likely on February 12, will start with dinner 
supplied by Heidi and Doug. 
                                                     Respectfully submitted,  

                                                     Lillian Willis, Clerk  

Freddy Is In Heaven 

Trying to keep busy; Freddy does not go away. 

Sunday afternoon she died and is with God and Ray. 

The spirit and joy that filled this chick 

Does not allow her to leave me so quick. 

Generous in love and humor was she 

I can imagine Janey and her climbing a tree. 

She may have asked God to send us the snow. 

Some things she fostered you just had to know. 

Filling our hearts almost forty-five years of Sundays 

She knew her day would come to finally go away. 

Freddy will send a message to Janny to say. 

Tell folks at St. Luke’s she will see them someday. 

                        Written by Bonnie Watters 1/2020 

A Passing 

Fredericka “Freddy” Holden passed away on Sunday, 
January 5, 2020 at the age of 92. She was a long-time 

beloved member of St. Luke’s Church and will be greatly 
missed. A memorial service will be held at St. Luke’s later 
in the year and we will publish a full memoriam at that time. 
Below is a lovely poem submitted by Bonnie Watters.
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A Recap of St. Luke’s 2020  
Annual Parish Meeting  

Thirty-three parishioners attended the Rite One Holy  

Eucharist Service at 9:00 a.m., which was followed by 

the 2020 Annual Parish Meeting and a brunch.  All events 

took place in Willard Hall on Sunday, January 26.  The  

Annual Meeting opened at 10:13 a.m. with a prayer for guid-

ance by The Reverend Heidi Edson.  Vestry member David 

Carey moderated the meeting. Lillian Willis was appointed 

Recording Secretary.  

•    Approvals:  The Annual Meeting minutes from 2019 

were approved.  The 2019 Annual Report was discussed and 

omissions and corrections noted.  A replacement page for the 

outdated Other Outreach Programs report was distributed  

to parishioners.  Rick Hunter was thanked for putting the  

attractive report booklet together in a timely fashion.    

•    Elections:  Vestry Members.  Outgoing Vestry Member 

and Junior Warden Andrew Pennell was thanked for his 

many kinds of support over the years and for his detailed  

report of ongoing and special tasks, timing, and responsible 

workmen and their contact information to help keep  

the church and its 

grounds in good 

shape.  That report 

should make the 

next Junior War-

den’s job much  

easier.  A previous 

Condition Assess-

ment by the Pres-

ervation Trust of 

Vermont noted the 

church’s excellent and original condition, which Andrew’s 

responsible management has helped to perpetuate with  

assistance from John DesLauriers. Class of 2023 Vestry.  

Beth Salisbury, Belinda Whipple Worth, and Lillian Willis 

were elected to new three-year terms.  John DesLauriers and  

Eugene Garvey were nominated respectively as Treasurer 

and Assistant Treasurer, with those positions to be voted on 

by the Vestry at its brief meeting following the Annual  

Meeting.  Diocesan Convention Representatives. David 

Carey, Colleen Garvey, and Janet Hunter were elected  

Delegates.  Belinda Whipple Worth and Anita Wright were 

elected Alternates.   

Events and Fundraising Chairpersons.   
The following volunteered to chair events: 

   •   Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper  [inadvertently 
        omitted from discussion]  

   •   Seder Supper:  Janet Hunter and  
        Belinda Whipple Worth  

   •   August Supper & Silent Auction on August 1:  
        Needs a chairman and new committee to consider 
        continuation since attendees have diminished over  
        the years. Vestry will discuss and seek a committee to 
        resolve continuing the event and organizing  
        its particulars. 

   •   LEGO Contest on March 14:  Lillian Willis   

   •   Plant Sale on May 29-31:  Lillian Willis  

   •   Fall Festival Sale on September 19 & 20:  John Des-
        Lauriers and Andrew Pennell.  They will consider 
        either sale on the Screen or Tag Sale in side yard (but 
        only if high-end objects from donors will be removed  
        if unsold).  

   •   Fall Pancake Breakfast on September 19 & 20:  
       Marjorie and David Carey  

   •   Wreath Workshops on November 19-21:   
       Lillian Willis 

   •   Christmas Tea on December 5.   Pat Fromberger and 
       Eileen Widger   

•   Presentation of the 2020 Budget as Noted on the  

Moderator, David Carey skillfully guides us through the 
Annual Meeting agenda.

Continued on page 5 



Replacement Insert in the Annual Report.  Treasurer John  

DesLauriers said the deficit budget is much like that from 

last year.  With parishioners still mowing the lawn and meet-

ing during the winter in Willard Hall to save on fuel,  

expenses are very basic and provide no wiggle room, except 

in the areas of salaries and health insurance. Last year 

pledges and fundraising exceeded expectation, as did ex-

traordinary growth from Vanguard investments.  But that 

market performance is not guaranteed for this year, and 

pledges so far are down for 2020.  However, Heidi now  

qualifies for Medicare, so her new insurance will save  

approximately $10,000 a year.  Additional donations to other 

charitable organizations from fundraisers increased church 

giving beyond the amount indicated on the Outreach List.  

Some churches regu-

larly take 4% annually 

from their endow-

ments to help meet 

their budget, but St. 

Luke’s only takes 

what is essential.  Pa-

rishioners were ex-

horted to think about 

the future of St. Luke’s 

as numbers diminish 

and the recent closing 

of the Congregational 

Church and changes at 

St. Joseph’s make dis-

cussions and changes 

imperative before the 

Light in the Shadows                                                                                                              February2020 (page 5)

§
Highlights of Special Vestry 

Meeting on January 26, 2020 

At the brief Vestry Meeting, immediately following the 

Annual Parish Meeting, the following officers were 

elected:  Treasurer:  John DesLauriers; Assistant Treasurer:  

Eugene Garvey; Pledge Treasurer:  Marti Assenza; 

Clerk/Recording Secretary:  Lillian Willis; and Junior War-

den:  David Carey.  The Senior Warden will be appointed by 

Heidi at a later date.  Vestry Meetings will continue to be 

held at 7:00 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each month 

with Reflection beforehand at 6:30 p.m.  

The next regular Vestry Meeting will take place on  

February 12th, with dinner at 6:00 p.m. supplied by Heidi 

and Doug Edson.  Focus topics will be preparation for the 

February 22 Mutual Ministry Review with Lynn Bates and 

consideration of a proposal voiced at the Annual Meeting to 

change two weekly Sunday services to one. 

                                                   Respectfully submitted,  
                                                   Lillian Willis, Clerk  

Recap of Annual Parish Meeting  

(continued from page 4)

church is desperate.  Upon no additional questions from the  

parishioners, John thanked Marti Assenza for her work as 

Pledge Treasurer, John Hoover and Doug Edson for counting 

the plate each Sunday, Anita Wright for making weekly  

deposits, and Audit Committee members David Carey and 

George Cheney. 

•    Other Business.  Proposed Change to One Sunday 

Service.  The Vestry was requested to consider combining 

two Sunday services into one, perhaps at 9 a.m. and alter-

nating Rites One and Two.  The rationale was that numbers 

were diminishing at both services, everyone could be to-

gether as one body with increased fellowship, and all could 

enjoy music.  On the other hand, some liked the early 8 a.m. 

service that entailed less of their day.  The topic will be dis-

cussed at the February Vestry Meeting.  Public Relations 

Organization.  Since each event organizer is responsible for 

whatever promotion and PR is necessary, it was suggested 

that there be an outline/plan/instructions as to what should 

be done, when, and how in order to make the job easier and 

more certain of being accomplished. 

•     Conclusion.  The Annual Meeting adjourned at 11:26 

a.m. after a closing prayer led by Heidi+. The Vestry then  

retired to a side room for a brief meeting to elect Vestry  

officers. (Read  report below). 

                                 —Lillian Willis, Recording Secretary 

Treasurer, John DesLauriers explains  
St. Luke’s 2020 Budget.

Continue reading at top of page

Lillian Willis shares a letter from a 
LEGO Contest participant , Joe 

Gomez, writing how much he has 
gained from this experience. “A smile is the light in your window that tells others that there 

is a caring, sharing person inside.”—Denis Waitley
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St. Luke’s Outreach For 2020     

Jane Davis and Sally Hoover will continue to serve as 

co-chairs of the Outreach Committee. This year St. 

Luke’s will be giving a generous amount of its pledges 

and plate income to local, national and international or-

ganizations. The 2020 Outreach budget is $3,600 or 5% 

of  pledge & plate income (the same as the previous 

year.)  It should be noted that St. Luke’s donations and 

giving are much broader than what the designated out-

reach budget funds reflect. For example: Outreach that 

is funded by individual contributions include Partners 

in Service (PINS), The United Thank Offering (UTO), 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and Seder Meal dona-

tions. Other fundraising events such as the LEGO 

Contest, Plant Sale, and Wreath Making Workshop—all 

raise monies that are shared with other organizations. 

In addition to money, many St. Luke’s members 

share their time and talents. Several members  continue 

to volunteer at the Vermont Foodbank once a month in 

Brattleboro, sorting and packing food for distribution to 

food shelves throughout the state. Our help is always 

greatly appreciated. St. Luke’s participates each year in 

the Chester/Andover Warm Hands, Warm Hearts Event: 

A Blanket & Winter Clothing Collection and Distribu-

tion.  All of the mittens, hats, boots, blankets, coats, and 

other winter clothing are free to people in need. The St. 

Luke’s community also continuously collects food for 

the Chester/Andover Family Center and several parish-

ioners, including our Rector, volunteer at the center.  

We invite anyone who is interested to join the Out-

reach Committee (which meets once or twice a year) 

and welcome fresh ideas for outreach and worthy organ-

izations to support.  

The listing of local, national/ international organiza-

tions that St. Luke’s supports has changed slightly this 

year. Ten of these organizations are local and the re-

maining four are national & international. This listing 

is reviewed at the beginning of the year by the Outreach 

Committee, at which time input is sought from the con-

gregation for suggestions of other groups we might con-

sider supporting and/or deleting from the current list 

Below is the 2020 Outreach Organization Listing: 

Local Outreach Organizations  

1.   Chester/Andover Family Center   

2.   Habitat for Humanity – Springfield  

3.   Vermont Foodbank  

4.   Chester Ambulance Service 

5.   Meals on Wheels  

6.   Our Place Drop-in Center – Bellows Falls 

7.   Ministerium  

8.   Emergency Fund  

9.   Londonderry Volunteer Rescue Squad 

10.  Chester Conservation Committee  

National/International Organizations 

1.    Americares   

2.    Partners in Health  

3.    Society of Anglican Missionaries & Senders 
      SAMS); supporting missionaries Heidi &  
      Russ Smith  

4.    Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD) 

                      —Jane Davis and Sally Hoover 
                      Outreach Committee Co-Chairs

The Outreach Corner

Help Support St. Luke’s Through AmazonSmile Program 

Last month we wrote about the AmazonSmile program as a 

way to regularly give a donation to St. Luke’s Episcopal 

Church that is NOT an add-on to your purchase price, but is a 

donation that will be equivalent to one-half of one percent of 

your purchase amount. This may seem like a minuscule 

amount of money, but if we all participated, over the year it 

could add up to a nice contribution. Purchases that generate a 

donation are generally those bought directly through Amazon, 

not those bought from one of Amazon’s partners. 

This is a really easy way to send an additional contrib-

ution to St. Luke’s without any expense on your part.  Here’s 

how to do it.  If you’ve never ordered through Smile, go to: 

Smile.Amazon.com. To register you may have to give  

your email address and add your Amazon password.  Then  

follow the directions to indicate St. Luke’s Episcopal 

Church, Chester, VT as the charitable organization of your 

choice. You then just need to remember to choose Amazon-

Smile when you order to give St. Luke’s a chance to benefit. 

 We hope you’ll consider supporting St. Luke’s in this 

additional, no-cost way.  If you have questions, please con-

tact John DesLauriers: jdesl2020@gmail.com or Lillian 

Willis: lbwillisct@comcast.net. 

Note:  Check page 6 of the 2020 January LITS (which can 

be viewed online at: https://www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org/news-

letter), where Lillian has outlined more detailed instructions. Continued at right
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St. Luke’s Financial Information 

Annual YTD % of  
DEC. 2019 YTD 2019 Budget Budget  

Pledge/Plate Income $ 5,894 $   68,372 $ 62,450        109.5% 
Other Oper. Income $ 8,954 $ 36,511 $ 29,625        123.2% 
Restricted Income $ 344 $ 2,255 $ 1,750 128.9% 
TOTAL INCOME $ 15,192 $ 107,138 $ 93,825 114.2% 

Regular Expense $ 13,180 $ 117,343 $ 118,597        102.8% 
Restricted Expense $       721 $   3,849 $ 2,950 130.5%  
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 13,901 $ 121,192 $ 118,020        102.7% 

Net Ordinary Income/(loss) $   (1,291) $ *(14,054)    $ *(24,195) 58.1% 

*Budget deficit figure does not include  
principal payments on Butterfield  
loan totaling $3,527 for 2019.  

As noted in my Annual Report and as seen above Income in every category  

exceeded budget while expenses were largely in line.  This resulted in an 

operating loss far less than anticipated. The loss, though lower than budgeted, 

did necessitate the use of $15,000 of investment monies to cover expenses. 

                                                                     —John DesLauriers, Treasurer             

WEEKLY 

•  Lunch Bunch Book Study: 
Mondays, Noon-1:15PM in Willard Hall for bag 
lunch,sharing, discussion, and prayer. We are 
currently reading a book by Wm. Paul Young, 
entitled, “Lies We Believe About God.”  All are 
welcome to join us! 

• Mid-Week Morning Prayer and 
Adult Study: 

Wednesdays: Morning Prayer: 9:40AM;  and 
Adult Study 10:30AM in Willard Hall.  We are 
on a new study using a book entitled: “A Life of 
Grace For The Whole World: A Study Course 
on the House of Bishop’s Pastoral Teaching on 
the Environment.”  We will complete this book 
before  Lent begins and plan to begin a new 
Lenten study in late February. Check the Sun-
day Announcement for more information. All are 
welcome to come join us. 
• St. Luke’s Church Choir: 
Wednesdays, 5:30PM-7:00PM in Willard Hall. 
Choir has resumed rehearsals and always  
welcomes new members.  If you have an inter-
est in singing with please contact Anne Good-
reau at annegoodreau@ gmail.com.  

LESS THAN WEEKLY 

• St. Luke’s Vestry Meeting: 
Wednesday, February 12th in Willard Hall. 6:00 
PM – Gathering for dinner supplied by the 
Edson’s. Regular Meeting Agenda will begin  
following dinner. Focus topic is the MMR.  
•  Shrove Tuesday Pancake
  Supper: 

Tuesday, February 25th beginning at 5:30PM 
in Willard Hall. Come join us for some delicious, 
fluffy pancakes, savory sausages and fresh fruit 
cup and invite your neighbors and friends. A last 
hurrah before the season of Lent. 
•  Ash Wednesday Services:  
Wednesday, February 26th at Noon and 
again at 6:00PM at St. Luke’s Church for the 
Imposition of Ashes and Holy Eucharist, Rite II. 
We invite you to join us as together we begin 
our Lenten journey.

Meetings & 
Events

A Second Appeal For Participating  
In St. Luke’s Coffee Hour Ministry  

We made this appeal in the 2020 January 

LITS, but to date have not been success-

ful in finding anyone to participate. As we 

stated before, “Coffee Hour” (held following 

the 10:00 a.m. worship service.) is one of the 

special ministries at St. Luke’s that provides us 

an opportunity to share hospitality with both our 

fellow Sunday worshippers and with those who 

visit us throughout the year.  All that is required 

is a willingness to arrive 15-20 minutes before the service to make the coffee and  

set-up the buffet table and to remain afterwards to clean-up. Ground coffee is  

provided by the church, but the host/hostesses are responsible for bringing some 

simple finger foods such as fruit, cheese and crackers (cookies or other baked 

goods, if desired) and half & half (or milk) for the coffee and fruit juice (although 

this may be optional). We also try to provide at least one or two gluten-free choices 

of food such as crackers or the like.  

In recent months some of our faithful coffee hour hosts have had to drop off 

the roster for various personal reasons and we are now are in desperate need of 

replacements to relieve the three remaining teams. It’s always helpful to have a 

partner to share hosting, but not absolutely necessary. 

Please consider signing-up for this ministry by letting Marti Assenza know of 

your interest and when you are available each month. You can email her at 

stlukes@vermontel.net or speak to her after church. Marti is the person responsible 

for compiling the bi-monthly schedule. 

“In the coldest February, as in every other month in every other year, the best thing 
to hold on to in this world is each other.” —Linda Ellerbee



WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Feb. 2         THE PRESENTATION of OUR LORD  
  8:00 AM   Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM   Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Feb. 9         V EPIPHANY 

  8:00 AM   Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM   Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Feb.  16      VI EPIPHANY 
  8:00 AM   Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM   Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Feb.  23      LAST EPIPHANY 

  8:00 AM   Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM   Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Feb. 26       ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES 
  Noon        Imposition of Ashes, Holy Eucharist, Rite II
  6:00 PM   Imposition of Ashes, Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
            

 St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

The Rev. Heidi L. Edson, Rector 
313 Main Street,  Chester, VT 05143  •  Office Phone:  875-6000 
stlukes@vermontel.net   •   www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org 

St. Luke’s Church is handicapped accessible.

God loves. God forgives. God 
embraces. All this comes not from 
our earning it, but from God’s  
initiative. My life, lived well, is 
not the cause of God’s grace, but 
its effect. The grace of God truly 
is free. And because of that grace, 
so am I. 
—Forward Day By Day; 10/20 19

“St. Luke’s  

is an  

intentional  

Christian  

community,  

deepening faith  

and  

broadening  

love.”

FEBRUARY 
CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays: 

4     Pat Fromberger                 15    Leah Goodreau  

6     Harold (Red) Johnson       17    Marjorie DesLauriers 

10   Mary Anderson                 23    Fred Fielder 

10   Field Willis 

Anniversaries: 

12     Brad & Bev Dunbar


