
Ligh  in the Shadows
JANUARY 2020

 “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Matt. 5: 16

Continued on page 2

Finding The Star  

To Lead Us To Christ 

“O star of wonder, star of night, star with  
royal beauty bright; westward leading, still  
proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!”  

[1982 Hymnal #128, Refrain] 

On the first Sunday in January 

which is also the second Sun-

day of Christmas, St. Luke’s will 

have the joy of singing “We three 

kings of Orient are” during our  

worship.  As I write this article, I  

am already looking forward to join-

ing my voice with your voices as  

we sing together these melodic and 

rich tones that give forth a noble and 

stately expression of praise.   

Matthew’s Gospel is the only Gospel to give us this 

story of the wise men’s visit with the Holy Family in Beth-

lehem that has given birth to many variations and traditions 

surrounding these twelve verses [Mt. 2:1-12]. Curious 

minds may wonder how many wise men there really were 

that paid the Baby Jesus a visit.  Interested people may  

also wonder if there were any women accompanying  

these men from the East.   

To dwell on these and 

other questions is, however, 

to miss the message God 

wants us to hear.  This beau-

tiful story of homage and 

worship paid to the Infant, 

Jesus, is about God reaching 

out beyond the border to 

those outside the fold. God 

manifested God’s Self to 

foreigners, to the Gentiles.  

Christmas came to those 

who received Christ!       

In the Season of the 

Epiphany in which we find 

ourselves beginning the 6th 

“As we carry out our 

mission of reaching out 

into our communities 

and world this year with 

the Good news of God’s 

Love for all, may we be 

guided by the one and 

true Light who comes to 

usher in God’s Peace into 

our broken world. ”    

—Rev. Heidi L. Edson    

St. Luke’s Annual Parish  
Meeting & Potluck Lunch  

To Be Held On January 26th 

St. Luke’s Annual Parish Meeting will be held in Willard 

Hall on Sunday, the 26th of January.  All of us who call 

St. Luke’s our home are greatly encouraged to attend and 

participate.  In addition to hearing a report given about our 

projected 2020 budget, we will also be discovering  

together where we have been as the St. Luke’s family and 

where it is we might go this year.  During our time together, 

we will also be voting on Lay Leadership for Vestry and for 

our other outreach programs.  Please mark your calendar and 

plan to come.  To best accommodate this meeting, St. Luke’s 

will be holding a combined Worship Service at 9:00 a.m.  on 

that day. After a short break, we will reconvene for the  

Annual Meeting.  

To prepare for this Meeting, all 2019 Annual Reports are 

to be submitted to Rick Hunter by no later than Sunday, the 

12th of January.  The completed 2019 Report Booklet will 

be available in church on Sunday, January 19th, giving us 

time to review before we meet on the 26th.  For any ques-

tions about the reports, please contact Rick Hunter. 

There will be a Potluck Luncheon following the Annual 

Meeting.  Janet Hunter is coordinating the meal so please 

contact her for more information about what to bring. 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 

                                                                      —Heidi+ 

St. Luke’s members reviewing and discussing reports at the 
2019 Annual Meeting. (Photo courtesy Lew Watters.)
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of January — the date intersecting both Christmas and the 

Epiphany (Christmas being the “Twelfth Night”) — we are 

all invited as God’s people to welcome Christ among us this 

year.  God is gracing us with his double-blessing.  As we 

celebrate the Infant Jesus’ Birth, we come to know the  

Person of Christ even better.    

For us here at St. Luke’s, this month is our opportunity 

to reflect on the past year while also looking ahead to  

what the Spirit may have in store for us this new year.  So, 

let us take the time we need to find the star that will lead 

us to the path of Christ.  As we carry out our mission of 

reaching out into our communities and world this year  

with the Good news of God’s Love for all, may we be 

guided by the one and true Light who comes to usher in 

God’s Peace into our broken world.    
                                                                  Blessings, 
                                                                  Heidi+

Finding The Star  
To Lead Us To Christ  

(continued from page 1)
Prayer At Year’s End 

Teach us to count our days 
that we may gain a wise heart. 

— Palm 90.12 

Eternal God, 

in the evening of this year 

I release the year to you. 

Not a day, not a breath, have I been without 
you, and I thank you.  

All that I have done is done; 

what I have not done I have not done. 

All of my sins and errors you have forgiven, 

and I release them. 

All of my triumphs are your doing, 

and I release them. 

The year is gathered into your harvest, 

to winnow and to save. 

My life is gathered into your grace. 

By your spirit in me may I learn from  
my mistakes,  
grow from my wounds,  

and deepen in gratitude for my gifts. 

And now I turn to a new year, 

grateful for your presence and your grace, 

seeking only to live in harmony with  
your delight, 

and open to your blessing and your leading. 

Whether my journey onward be long or short, 

it shall be in you, and I rejoice.  

Amen.  

 —Pastor Steve Garnaas-Holmes, December 31, 2018 

Footnote:  The author, Pastor Garnaas Holmes, writes  
daily reflections on his website, “Unfolding Light” that 
are rooted in a contemplative, creation-centered spiritu-
ality, often inspired by his daily walk in the woods. In 
poems, parables, psalms, thoughts and the odd weather 
report, he invites readers into a spirit of presence, com-
passion, justice and delight—for anyone who wants to 
be a part of God’s healing of the world. For more infor-
mation visit: https://www.unfoldinglight.net

REFLECTIONS

§

“Thank You”  

As the Christmas Sea-
son now comes to a 

close, I wish to thank the 
many people who helped to 
make St. Luke’s Christmas 
worship a wonderful and 
rich experience.  On Christ-
mas Eve, we were blessed 
with so many visitors that 
came to celebrate Christ’s 
birth with us. Again on 
Christmas Day our time  
together in worship was  
intimate and warm. The 
Lessons & Carols plus the 
two Sundays of Christmas 

were occasions that served to bring our community together 
in worship and joy. 

My appreciation to the Altar Guild, to Anne Goodreau 
and the choir, to John Hoover, to all of the Readers for the 
Lessons & Carols, and to the many who prepared the Church 
with the decorations and in other ways to make this Season 
a special and joyous one.  Thanks also goes to Pat From-
berger for her multi-tasking efforts to produce the several 
bulletins that were needed over such a short period of time.  
I am sure I have left many names out, but please know how 
grateful I am to each and every one of you here at St. Luke’s. 

                                                   Together in Christ, 

                                                            Heidi+ 
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§

Consider Giving 
Altar Memorial 
Flowers In 2020 

A lovely way to give 

glory to our Lord as 

well as to honor departed 

loved ones, or to express a 

“thanksgiving” for those 

still with us, or perhaps to 

celebrate a special occasion 

such an anniversary, birth-

day or the like—is to des-

ignate a Sunday(s) for the 

altar flowers to be given in 

their names and to make a 

minimum monetary dona-

tion of $25.00 to cover the cost of the flowers. This can easily 

be done by contacting our Altar Guild Directress, Eileen 

Widger, via email: twidger@sbcglobal.net or in person and 

letting her know the month, day, and the names of those per-

sons you wish to memorialize or to give a “thanksgiving for” 

or other celebrations. The St. Luke’s Memorial 2020 

Flower List (which is posted on the bulletin boards upstairs 

in the church and also in Willard Hall) currently has several 

openings.  To make a donation, a check should be made out 

to: St. Luke’s Church with a specification “for memorial 

flowers’ in the memo line.  Your check and specified names 

may be dropped into the offertory plate on any Sunday or 

mailed to St. Luke’s Church, Attn: Treasurer, P. O. Box 8, 

Chester, VT 05143. In addition to altar flowers, the names 

of those designated each week are included in and read dur-

ing the “Prayers of the People.” Currently the altar guild has 

limited funding for flowers and we would welcome the  

addition of more memorials to enhance our budget. We ask 

that you prayerfully consider this request and contact Eileen 

with your wishes. —Eileen Widger, Altar Guild Directress

St. Luke’s Coffee Hour Ministry  
An Appeal For Host/Hostesses 

One of the special 

ministries at St. 

Luke’s that provides us  

an opportunity to share 

hospitality with both  

our fellow Sunday wor-

shippers and with those 

who visit us throughout 

the year, is hosting  

the “Coffee Hour” fol-

lowing the 10:00 a.m.  

worship service.  All that is required is a willingness to arrive 

15-20 minutes before the service to make the coffee and  

set-up the buffet table and to remain afterwards to clean-up. 

Ground coffee is provided by the church, but the host/ 

hostesses are responsible for bringing some simple finger 

foods such as fruit, cheese and crackers (cookies or other 

baked goods, if desired) and half & half (or milk) for the  

coffee and fruit juice (although this may be optional). We 

also try to provide at least one or two gluten-free choices of 

food such as crackers or the like.  

In recent months some of our faithful coffee hour hosts 

have had to drop off the roster for various personal reasons 

and we are now in need of some replacements to relieve the 

three remaining teams. It’s always helpful to have a partner 

to share hosting, but not absolutely necessary. 

Please consider signing-up for this ministry by letting 

Marti Assenza know of your interest and when you are avail-

able each month. You can email her at stlukes@vermontel.net 

or speak to her after church. Marti is the person responsible 

for compiling the bi-monthly schedule. 

Cheese and crackers, fruit and other baked goods comprise 
a typical coffee hour offering.

+A Christian Symbol+ 

Cross on the Rock 
The rock is often used as a 
symbol of the Lord, our 
strength and firm foundation. 
A cross rising from the rock 
echoes many Bible verses 
that proclaim Christ as the 

rock of salvation; for example, “He alone is my 
rock and my salvation …” (Psalm 62:2, ESV).

God is in control, and therefore in everything I can give thanks 
—not because of the situation but because of the One who  
directs and rules over it.—Kay Arthur
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St. Luke’s Christmas Tea  

& Holiday Bazaar A Great Success  

This year’s Christmas Tea & Holiday Bazaar held on  

Saturday, December 7th, went off just as promised with 

delightful food selections to enjoy from the buffet table 

with friends and neighbors. The “Culinary Classics & 

Baked Goods” table, featured a bountiful selection of food 

items (including frozen homemade soups, chilis), quiches, 

granola mixes, an assortment of jams, jellies & relishes, 

pies, quick breads, cookies and much more to give as gifts 

or for one’s own enjoyment. (See the “Culinary Classic 

Chefs” article on page 5.) Grandma’s Attic was teaming 

with great buys and the two Craft tables had a lovely  

assortment of items including handmade quilted gifts, orig-

inal Christmas ornaments, dried flower candles, jewelry 

and more. New this year, we introduced the “Pet Center” 

which featured Advent Dog Calendars, cloth toy pulls and 

special pumpkin puff ball doggie treats.  

Although the weather was beautiful that day and we had 

excellent publicization through posters, email cards, news-

paper articles and word-of-mouth, overall attendance was 

noticeably down from previous years. (We sold 32 tea buffet 

tickets versus the 65 plus in previous years. But the enthusi-

asm and joy of those attending was evident from smiling 

faces and the sounds lively chatter and laughter throughout 

Willard Hall.  Anne Goodreau entertained us all with lovely 

Christmas music on the keyboard and Heidi+ and Anita 

joined her at one point to sing carols to the delight of all.  

Despite the lower number of attendees on the day of the 

tea—thanks to additional sales of items during the coffee 

hour on the following two Sundays—the overall amount 

raised was $2,355.40 (surprisingly $227.40 more than the 

previous year’s total of $2,128.00.) The additional variety 

of food items added to the “Culinary Classics” & Baked 

Goods table made a big difference, plus the vigorous effort 

to sell leftover items on the following two Sundays.  

We give a special “thank 

you” to our talented & ener-

getic team of Christmas Tea  

organizers (Belinda, Sally, 

Lillian, Eileen, Marcia and 

Colleen), and to the strong 

men who helped set-up & 

take-down tables, and schlep 

items to and from the shed 

(David C. John D. and Tom 

W.), and to everyone from  

the congregation who baked, 

donated foods, money, items, 

poured tea, helped with clean-up and so much more.  

                     —Pat Fromberger & Jane Davis, Co-Chairs

Coco, chocolate lab owned 
by Polly& Ian Montgomery, 
was delighted with his 
Christmas gift of a dog pull 
featured at the Bazaar’s 
new Pet Corner.

New Pet Corner
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§

Culinary Classic Chefs 

St. Luke’s chefs worked extra hard this year donating all 
sorts of products — from soup to Marcia’s meticulous 

chocolates — to the Christmas Tea and Holiday Bazaar.  
Although it was difficult to keep an accurate inventory when 
many items were delivered on the day of the busy Tea, a  
preliminary count indicated 14 different kinds of soup com-
prising 34 quarts and 21 pints, including Lobster Bisque!  
Plus jams, granola, breads, coffee cake, biscotti, cookies, 
pies, cobblers, bread pudding, quiches, chili, sausage-bean 
casserole, bags of tiny local, organic gourmet potatoes  
attractively packaged, and more. 

Thanks go to every person who donated homemade  
delicacies to the table, but special thanks go to some super 
chefs who really raised the bar for quantity, quality, and 
imagination.  Especially we doff a ladle to Nina and Don 
Huffer, who donated chili and several kinds of soup, as well 
as the fantastic potatoes, birch logs, and Don’s amazing bird 
and plant note cards.  Also Eileen Widger for gourmet soups 
that included the authentic Lobster Bisque, biscotti, and 
quiche; Marcia Clinton for her amazing tins of chocolate 
candies AND her gourmet dog treats; Colleen Garvey, queen 
of pies; Alison DesLauriers, master of coffee cakes; Ann 
Summers of orange marmalade fame; and cookie specialists 
Janet Hunter and Anita Wright.  People tried hard to think  
of useful and unusual contributions, and they certainly  
succeeded. Parishioners happily bought the products and, 
thereby, supported the chefs’ efforts and made Culinary  
Classics a big success.   

Thank you to all who cooked and all who bought the tasty 
products.  Please let us know of items you desired but could 
not find, and we will try to oblige for next year. 

Mystery question:  Who was the baker of those two  
perfect Swedish wedding cakes, which instantly sold?  We’d 
love to know and express our appreciation. 

                                      Sally Hoover & Lillian Willis  
                                      Culinary Classic Co-Chairs 

December Vestry  
Meeting Highlights 

Traditionally the December Vestry Meeting is a dinner 

with limited business discussed.   On December 16th the 

Vestry met at The Stone Hearth Inn & Tavern for a “Dutch 

Treat” dinner.  The business discussion was limited to the 

approval of the 2020 budget, which was an updated version 

of the proposed budget discussed at the November Vestry 

Meeting.   At the November meeting it was noted that while, 

per the Rector Letter of Agreement, St. Luke’s is obligated 

provide health insurance based on a two person rate, we are 

not required to purchase the plan offered through the Diocese 

by the Episcopal Church Medical Trust because Heidi is  

categorized as a half-time rector.  As noted in November, 

Heidi qualifies for Medicare in January 2020.  The Church 

Medical Trust plan, “Primary Medicare Secondary Payer”, 

premium for 2020 would have been $15,360.  The ability to 

opt out of the Church Medical Trust plan enabled Heidi to 

purchase a Medicare Advantage plan through United Health-

care Medical Insurance at an annual cost $3,912 (which will 

be paid to her directly)—a significant savings.   

The budget, which was accepted by the Vestry, shows a 

drop in pledges from $54,950 in 2019 to $49,224 (pledged 

to date) for 2020.  Expenses remain similar to 2019 with the 

primary exception of the savings on health insurance as 

noted above.  Thanks was offered to Heidi for doing the leg 

work on purchasing health insurance. 

                                          —John DesLauriers, Treasurer 

Update On 2020 Stewardship 
“Shining Our Light” Campaign  

Ingathering Sunday for the 2020 Stewardship Campaign 

took place on November 24th. To date there has been a 

drop in pledges (as noted in the Vestry report above) from 

$54,950 in 2019 to $49,224 (pledged to date) for 2020.  We 

are most thankful to all members and friends of St. Luke’s 

Church who responded to the 2020 campaign. If you haven’t 

sent in your pledge card yet, or considered a donation, we 

encourage you to do so—it is never too late.  Help us in this 

coming year to continue to be “The light of the world and to 

shine our light for all to see for the glory of God.” You may 

place your card in the collection plate on any Sunday or mail 

it to:  St. Luke’s Church, Attn. Pledge Treasurer, P. O. Box 

8, Chester, VT 05143. —The 2020 Stewardship Committee

The light that Jesus asks us to shine before others is reflected 
light. It is light that is warm and compelling. It is light that  
allows others to see in us the qualities of Jesus and to observe 
the satisfaction we find in serving him, so that they may be 
drawn to Jesus through us.—FDBD, 9/18/09
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New Adult Study: “A Life of Grace 
for The Whole World”  Begins on 

January 15th … Come Join Us! 

Beginning Wednesday, the 15th 

of January, the Mid-Week 

Adult Study Group will be em-

barking on a new Study on the 

Church’s understanding of crea-

tion and approach to creation’s 

care in our 21st century world.  

The book we will be using is enti-

tled:  “A Life of Grace for the 

Whole World:  A Study Course on 

the House of Bishop’s Pastoral 

Teaching on the Environment.” 

The authors are Jerry Cappel and Stephanie M. Johnson. 

Divided into five Study Sessions, this book is designed 

to engage us as the church with the teaching and pastoral 

plea from the House of Bishops.  Each Session includes 

Bible study plus discussion questions and reflections from 

the Book of Common Prayer that will both serve to guide us  

in finding a deeper and more meaningful connection with 

God’s active work among all creation.  Before delving into 

our Study and discussion, each participant is encouraged to 

read the 2011 House of Bishop’s Plea on Creation and  

Climate that is included in the book. 

Given the attention in our country and in other parts of 

the world about climate and its effect on our planet, this 

Study will be useful in helping us as Christians to better un-

derstand how our call to be good stewards of the earth in-

forms our appreciation for love of God and of God’s world.   

I am excited about this Study and I hope you are too!  We 

will begin on the 15th of January 2020.  Our custom is to 

come together at 10:30 a.m. or even a few minutes earlier 

for some light refreshments.  We end each Session by no later 

than 11:45 a.m.  Cost is $10.00 for the booklet and the Study. 

                                                                      —Heidi+ 

About The Authors:   

•  The Rev’d Jerry Cappel is an Episcopal priest currently 

serving as the Environmental Network Coordinator for  

Province IV of the Episcopal Church.  His interests include 

adult education, ecology, and faith. 

•  The Rev’d Stephanie M. Johnson worked as the Envi-

ronmental Missioner for the Bishops of New England in 

Province I. She holds a MDiv and MST on environmental 

ministry from Yale Divinity School.  Her work also includes 

leading workshops on grief in the face of climate change  

and social justice issues.  

New Opportunity to Support  
St. Luke’s Through  

AmazonSmile Program 

Amazon’s Smile program can regularly give a donation  

to St. Luke’s Church that is NOT an add-on to your  

purchase price, but is a donation that will be equivalent to one-

half of one percent of your purchase amount.  Purchases that 

generate a donation are generally those bought directly through 

Amazon, not those bought from one of Amazon’s partners. 

This is a really easy way to send an additional contrib-

ution to St. Luke’s without any expense on your part.  Here’s 

how to do it.  If you order from Amazon and have an Ama-

zon account, go to: Smile.Amazon.com and sign in to your 

account.  (You may be linked to it automatically.)  On the 

top bar of the page that opens up, hover over Accounts and 

Lists. Choose Your Account from the Your Account listing.  

Scroll down to the Other Programs box (far right on the  

second line of big boxes toward the bottom of the page) and 

click on “Change your AmazonSmile charity.” To speed the 

process, find the box entitled “Or pick your own charitable 

organization. “Type in St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Chester, 

VT.  Click on “Search.”  That action will show you a listing 

for our St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Chester, VT.  Click on 

“Select.”  The next page will tell you that you’ve changed 

or added St. Luke’s as your charity and give you the oppor-

tunity to drag the AmazonSmile icon onto your URL Book-

marks header for easy online ordering. You just need to 

remember to choose AmazonSmile when you order to give 

St. Luke’s a chance to benefit.  That’s all there is to it. 

If you’ve never ordered through Smile, go to: 

Smile.Amazon.com. To register you may have to give  

your email address and add your Amazon password.  Then  

follow directions similar to those above to indicate  

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Chester, VT where you pick 

your own charitable organization.    

Only one beneficiary may be designated at a time, but 

if you’ve already chosen a charity, you can change or even  

rotate your chosen organization by simply signing in and  

following the directions above.  We hope you’ll consider 

supporting St. Luke’s in this additional, no-cost way.  If 

you have questions, please contact John DesLauriers or  

Lillian Willis. 

FEBRUARY LITS Deadline:      
   + JANUARY 24th  

Send all articles, announcements, photos, etc. to:  
Pat Fromberger, 180 Gates Rd.,  

Andover, VT 05143 
Email:  panjoe@vermontel.net 
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§

St. Luke’s Financial Information 

Annual YTD % of  
NOV. 2019 YTD 2019 Budget Budget  

Pledge/Plate Income $ 5,439 $   62,478 $ 62,450        100.0% 
Other Oper. Income $ 1,274 $ 27,577 $ 29,625 93.1% 
Restricted Income $ 65 $ 1,911 $ 1,750 109.2% 
TOTAL INCOME $   6,778 $ 91,946 $ 93,825 98.0% 

Regular Expense $ 10,688 $ 104,163 $ 118,597          87.8% 
Restricted Expense $       200 $   3,128 $ 2,950 106.0%  
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 10,888 $ 107,291 $ 121,547          88.3% 

Net Ordinary Income/(loss) $   (4,110) $ (15,345)     $ *(24,195) 63.4% 

*Budget deficit figure does not include  
principal payments on Butterfield  
loan totaling $3,527 for 2019.  

While the above is a snapshot of where we were at the end of November it ap-
pears as though we will end the year with a much smaller deficit than budget 
shown above. Preliminary yearend figures show income is over budget by 
$11,296 while expenses are very close to budget.  This is very good news.  

                                                                    —John DesLauriers, Treasurer             

WEEKLY 

•  Lunch Bunch Book Study: 
Mondays, Noon-1:15PM in Willard Hall for bag 
lunch,sharing, discussion, and prayer. After a 
brief hiatus over the holidays, we will resume on 
January 20th. We are currently reading a book 
by Wm. Paul Young, entitled, “Lies We Believe 
About God.”  All are welcome to join us! 

• Mid-Week Morning Prayer and 
Adult Study: 

Wednesdays: Morning Prayer: 9:40AM;  and 
Adult Study 10:30AM in Willard Hall.  We will 
start a new study on January 15 using a book 
entitled: “A Life of Grace For The Whole World: 
A Study Course on the House of Bishop’s  
Pastoral Teaching on the Environment.”  [Read 
the article on page 6 for more information.]   
All are welcome to come join us. 
• St. Luke’s Church Choir: 
Wednesdays, 5:30PM-7:00PM in Willard Hall. 
Choir has resumed rehearsals and always  
welcomes new members.  If you have an inter-
est in singing with please contact Anne Good-
reau at annegoodreau@ gmail.com.  

LESS THAN WEEKLY 

• St. Luke’s Vestry Meeting: 
Wednesday, January 18th in Willard Hall. 6:30 
PM or Gathering for Scripture Reflection; Reg-
ular Meeting Agenda begins at 7:00PM. The 
focus will be “Planning for Annual Meeting.” All 
church members are welcome to attend. 
•  Annual Parish Meeting & 
  Potluck Lunch: 

Sunday, January 26th after the ONE Worship 
Service at 9:00 AM in Willard Hall. The meeting 
will take place following the service and adjourn 
with a potluck lunch. Read the article on page 
1 for more details and do plan to come! 

Meetings  
& Events

JANUARY
Reminder: Annual Reports  
Are Due By January 12th  

Rick Hunter once again has graciously agreed to compile 

the 2019 Annual Report Booklet in preparation for St. 

Luke’s Annual Meeting to be held on January 26th.  All reports 

need to be submitted by Sunday,  January 12th or sooner — 

preferably typed in a Word document using 12-pt. Times Roman 

typeface; single-spaced. You may also choose to type your report directly into your 

email message if that is easier for you.  This deadline enables us to have the com-

pleted booklets in church by Sunday, January 19th so members can read and in-

wardly digest the contents prior to the meeting. Rick has also requested that 

members send him any parish life photos that might be used on the cover or within 

the contents to help enliven the report. Please hand your report to Rick or email it 

and any photos to: rhunter@vermontel.net. Many thanks!

St. Luke’s 
2019 

Annual  
Report

A Sacred Partnership 

Bible scholar William Barclay notes that John the Baptist was “startled and un-
willing” when Jesus asked to be baptized. The evangelist thought he needed 

what Jesus could give, not the reverse!  We are pros at taking our needs to God — 
indeed he invites this: “Call on me in the day of trouble” (Psalm 50:15). But God 
also comes to us with needs: “Mortal, I am sending you” (Ezekiel 2:3, NRSV); 
“Go ... make disciples” (Matthew 28:19); “Carry each other’s burdens” (Galatians 
6:2, NIV).  Apparently, God prefers partnership to acting solo. From the beginning, 
God has invited people to name the animals, tend the garden, welcome strangers, 
build the tabernacle, proclaim his word, ensure justice and mercy, share his love. 

What does God need from you, as Jesus needed baptism from John? Salvation 
is God’s alone to accomplish, but then he calls us to share work with him, for the 
world’s sake. So we echo Jesus: “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this” 
(Matthew 3:15, NIV).—Heidi Mann

O God, who revealed your only Son to 
the Gentiles by the leading of a star, 
grant that we, who know you now by 
faith, may enjoy the splendor of your 
love.  Amen.



WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Jan. 5          II CHRISTMAS 
  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

Jan. 12        I EPIPHANY 

  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Jan.  19       II EPIPHANY 
  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Jan.  26       III EPIPHANY 

  9:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
                    (Annual Parish Meeting to follow) 

Feb. 2          THE PRESENTATION of OUR LORD  
  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

            

 St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

The Rev. Heidi L. Edson, Rector 
313 Main Street,  Chester, VT 05143  •  Office Phone:  875-6000 
stlukes@vermontel.net   •   www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org 

St. Luke’s Church is handicapped accessible.

“St. Luke’s  

is an  

intentional  

Christian  

community,  

deepening faith  

and  

broadening  

love.”

JANUARY 
CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays: 

4      David Carey                       24     Sandra Rich 
4      George Cheney                 25      Freddy Holden 
10    Alexandra Scarlett            26     Walter Sharon  
11     Marjorie Carey                  26     Belinda Whipple Worth 
11     Heidi Edson                        
Anniversaries: 

(None)

How to Find Peace 

Blessed are the single-hearted, 
for they shall enjoy much 

peace. If you refuse to be hurried 
and pressed, if you stay your  
soul on God, nothing can keep 
you from that clearness of spirit 
which is life and peace. In that 
stillness you will know what his 
will is.—Amy Carmichael


